
Kathy Bargeon and Sara Martens          

Parents’ Guide to Standardized Testing at Francis Howell Central High School 
Standardized tests are designed to give a common measure of students’ performance.  This guide was created for parents to 

understand the “what? When?” and “why?” of the tests given just prior to and while your child is a student at FHC. 

What? When? What it is used for? Scoring * 
Explore Fall- Grade 8  Placement into high school Honors classes 

 Predicts ACT performance 

 Identifies strengths and weaknesses in the areas of English, Math, 
Reading, and Science 

 Career component helps students consider possible career options 

1-25 
Average composite score=14 

(EOC) End of Course Exams  Spring of the year students 
complete the following courses 

 Algebra I 

 English II 

 Biology 

 American Government 

 English I 

 Geometry 

 Algebra II 

 American History 

 Replaces MAP testing at high school level 

 Measures what students can do in terms of content and skills in 
specific courses 

 Counts for 10% of the student’s final grade in each course 

 Used to measure a school/district’s progress in meeting the mandates 
of No Child Left Behind legislation 

Below Basic 
Basic 
Proficient 
Advanced 

PLAN Test Fall- Grade 10  Prepares students to take the ACT 

 Identifies strengths and weaknesses in academic areas 

 Provides an estimated ACT score 

 Helps students find careers that match their interests 

1-32 
Subscores=1-16 
Average composite score=17 

 
 
(PSAT) Preliminary Scholastic 
Achievement Test 

 
 
Fall- Grade 10 

 
 

 Practice test for PSAT taken junior year 

 
 
20-80 for each area 
Average scores (10th grade) 

 Reading 42 

 Math 44 

 Writing 41 

(PSAT) Preliminary Scholastic 
Achievement Test  

Fall- Grade 11  Qualifying test for National Merit Scholarship Competition 

 Prepares students to take the SAT 

 Measures reading, writing, and math skills 

 Career 

 Scores include national percentiles which compares you to other 
students in your grade level 

20-80 for each area 
Average scores (11th grade) 

 Reading 47 

 Math 49 

 Writing 46 

(ACT) American College Test  Junior/Senior year  One of two national test generally required for college admissions 

 Predicts levels of readiness for college courses 

1-36 on each content area (English, Math, Reading, Science) 
1-36 composite score 
Average score 21.1 

(SAT) Scholastic Achievement Test  Junior/Senior year  One of two national test generally required for college admissions 

 Predicts levels of readiness for college courses 

200-800 on each subtest 
Average score 500 

(AP) Advanced Placement Test May of the year students are 
enrolled in Advanced Placement 
Class 

 Provides the opportunity to earn credit or advanced placement for 
college and stand out in the admissions process (more than 90% of 
colleges recognize) 

 Helps develop better study and writing skills for greater success in 
college 

1-5 
Colleges generally award credit or advance course placement 
for scores of 3 or higher 

(ASVAB) Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery  

Varies according to student 
junior/senior year 

 Job placement test for students interested in serving in the armed 
forces 

Qualifying scores for military branches range from 31-36 
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